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February 21,1902 422 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Disinfection of boats at Manila in order to destroy rats. 

Manila, P. L, December 28, 1901. 
Sib : I have the honor to report, in view of the fact that plague has 
reappeared in Manila, that 2 per cent of all rats examined by the board 
of health are infected with this disease, and, in order to minimize the 
dissemination of plague to other places in the Philippine Islands and 
United States ports, I have commenced the disinfection of all boats at 
Manila for the purpose of killing the rats on board to eliminate this 
principal if not sole factor in spreading the disease. All boats, of what- 
ever size or class, that are tight enough to permit the use of sulphur 
are disinfected with that agent, and the board of health, working in 
conjunction, have a force of men killing the rats on cascoes and lorchas 
and other small boats in which disinfection is impracticable. An 
attempt is also being made to destroy the rats in warehouses and other 
buildings along the river, so that the ships will not immediately become 
reinfested with these animals. 

The inclosed circular letter was sent to all the agents of vessels and 
no difficulty will be experienced in carrying out the work as outlined. 
Eespectfully, J. C. Perry, 

Passed Assistant burgeon. U. 8. M. R. S., 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Philippine Islands. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 

Manila, P. I., December 17, 1901. 

Sie : In view of the fact that plague still exists in the city of Manila, and that 2 per 
cent of all rats, as demonstrated by the board of health examinations, are affected with 
this disease, it becomes necessary to take active measures to prevent its spread to other 
ports of the islands by importation of infected rats. 

It has been demonstrated that rats are the principal if not the only factor in the 
spread of plague, and ships almost invariably become infected from this source, there- 
fore I deem it necessary to disinfect all vessels of whatever size or nature sailing from 
Manila to other Philippine ports, in order to destroy, the rats on board, and thereby 
prevent the ship from becoming infected and carrying plague to other places. 

You are hereby notified that this disinfection will commence on Monday, December 
30, 1901, and will continue until all vessels have been disinfected for killing rats. This 
work will be done in Manila when the ship is unloaded and before new cargo is taken 
on board. It will only be necessary to delay the vessel about twelve hours, or not at all, 
if the ship is unloaded during the afternoon, so that sulphur can be placed in the ship, 
and the hatches of the vessel kept closed during the night (about twelve hours), as on 
the following morning the loading can be commenced. 

No vessel leaving Manila after the date specified will be granted a hill of health until 
this disinfection has been done. 

You are required to notify this office promptly at what hour and date the vessel will 
be unloaded and ready for disinfection, and the place in the river at which the boat is 
anchored. This is essential to facilitate the work, and cause as little delay to the vessel 
as possible. \ 

Trusting I will have your hearty cooperation in this matter. 

Respectfully, J. C. Perry, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. S., 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Philippine Islands. 

Steamship Agents, Manila, P. I. 



